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new boat: Catalina 445

wind and when the wind strengthened  
briefly she reached 8.7 knots. 
Telltails were easy to see sitting or 
standing, foot bracing good, and she 
felt well balanced. The measure of any 
boat in my book is how willing people 
are to give up the helm and on the 445 it 
was keenly sought after and reluctantly 
relinquished.

Under motor at 2400rpm with the 
standard 54hp Yanmar with three-blade 
fixing prop she achieved 8.3 knots. 
Below noise was reasonable but you 
probably would opt to head for’ard if 
you wanted to get some shut-eye while 
motoring.

Construction
This is pretty standard GRP, with the 
fibreglass hull cored from the waterline 
up with balsa. The deck is also balsa-
cored apart from where deck gear is 
mounted. The mast is stepped directly 
on the compression post top plate.  

“This unique arrangement has the 
benefits of a keel-stepped mast without 
noise or water intrusion,” Catalina says.

The internal flange hull to deck joint 
is extremely strong and leak-resistant. 
Hatches are ocean-rated for security 
offshore. The company has opted for 
lead instead of cast-iron for the keels, 
which might add a little more to the 
bottom line but gives you higher density 
and better longevity.

Warranties are five years on hull and 
deck and 12 months on the rest of the 
gear and fittings. 

Summary
Catalina has thought outside the square 
a little with the new Catalina 445. Some 
lovers of the traditional-style Catalinas 
will still probably prefer others in the 
range, but those who want a fast cruiser 
that is a little more performance-
orientated that can acquit itself around 
the cans will love the 445. As Catalina 
says: “Based on a new hull design 
with a long waterline and moderate 
beam and freeboard, the 445 delivers 
excellent performance.”

With the Aussie dollar now at a 
very attractive parity with the US 
greenback, the feedback and sales at 
the Sanctuary Cove International Boat 
Show should be interesting.

SPECIFICATIONS
LOA 	 13.5m
LH 	 13.15m
LWL 	 11.65m
Beam 	 4.13m
Mast height above waterline 	 19.4m
Draught

Fin keel	 2.11m
Wing keel	 1.52m

Ballast
Fin keel	 3261kg
Wing keel	 3719kg

Approx basic weight
Fin keel	 10,659kg
Wing keel	 11,113kg

Engine 	 54hp Yanmar four-cylinder diesel
Water 	 675L 
Fuel 	 249.8L
Total holding tank capacity 	 204.04L 

Price: Boat as tested with extras 
$375,000 
Builder Catalina Yachts, California US, 
www.catalinayachts.com 
Australian distributor: Ausail Marine 
Group, Sanctuary Cove, QLD 4212,  
ph (07) 5514 8541 and  
Holmeport Marina,  
Church Point, NSW, 2105,  
ph (02) 9979 7217,  
email catalina@catalina.com.au and 
www.catalina.com.au

6. �The optional teak cockpit table with stowage in the 
middle and a compass in the for’ard end is a must-have.

7. Lots of usable deck space.
8. The nav station has a built-in section for your laptop.
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